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	DISCRETIONARY GRANT
EMPLOYED & UNEMPLOYED BENEFICIARIES – DOCTORAL STUDENTS
FUNDING WINDOW APPLICATION FORM
PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 2026



	A
	GENERAL APPLICATION INFORMATION

	Important submission requirements
· Submit one completed and signed application form and all compulsory supporting documents by email to DoctoralFunding2027@bankseta.org.za before the published closing date and time (16:00)
· Late submissions, incorrect submission channels or failure to use prescribed BANKSETA templates will result in disqualification
· Only one application per applicant is permitted; the latest submission received before the deadline will be assessed
· Retain a copy of the application and supporting evidence. Information may be verified by BANKSETA.



	1
	APPLICANT DETAILS



	Applicant full name 
	
	Employment status
	☐ Employed
☐ Unemployed

	Applicant surname
	
	Employment start date (if employed)
	

	South African ID number
	
	Employer name (if employed)
	

	Residential address
	
	Postal address
	

	Contact email address
	
	Contact telephone number
	

	Disability status
	☐ Yes
☐ No
	Gender
	☐ Female
☐ Male



	2
	DOCTORAL STUDY INSTITUTION CONTACT DETAILS



	Institution name of study
	
	Institution contact person name
	

	Institution contact person email address
	
	Institution contact person contact number
	

	Supervisor’s Name & Surname
	
	Supervisor’s contact number
	





	B
	FUNDING WINDOW–SPECIFIC INFORMATION
Bursary funding for eligible employed and unemployed South African doctoral students with approved, sector-aligned research for the 2027 academic year.

	Funding Window briefly:
· Purpose: Support doctoral studies and research aligned with the banking or alternative banking sector
· Applicants: Employed or unemployed South African citizens with approved doctoral research and registration. Priority is given to women and persons with disabilities
· Funding: Up to R70,000 per beneficiary per year (VAT inclusive), for remaining study years up to three years
· Eligible costs: Training, local travel, 2–3 star accommodation, research and editing. International conferences excluded.



	1
	DOCTORAL RESEARCH AND FUNDING DETAILS
Provide the approved doctoral research proposal and approval letter, proof of registration for the applicable year and the funding information below. Research must align with the banking or alternative banking sector and BANKSETA sector skills priorities.



	Funding window indicator
	Doctoral Students – Bursaries
	Funding requested per year (R)
	

	Approved research proposal title/topic
	
	Approval date of research proposal title/topic
	

	Year of study
	Year 1 ☐
Year 2 ☐
Year 3 ☐
	Expected year of completion
	

	How does you research proposal align to the BANKSETA Sector Skills Priorities?
	

	Do you currently receive funding from any other source?
	☐ Yes
☐ No
	If yes, who is the funder and provide details of the funding
	



	2
	SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS CHECKLIST
Attach the compulsory documents with the application email



	No.
	Applicable to
	Compulsory required Document / Evidence
	Attached

	1
	All applicants
	Completed and signed prescribed BANKSETA application form
	☐
	2
	All applicants
	Copy of applicant South African identity document
	☐
	3
	All applicants
	Approved doctoral research proposal 
	☐
	4
	All applicants
	Approval letter for the research proposal from the institution of study where registration is
	☐
	5
	All applicants
	Proof of doctoral registration for the current financial year (April 2026 – March 2027)
	☐
	6
	Employed
	Employment confirmation letter on employer letterhead, stating commencement date (if employed)
	☐
	7
	Unemployed
	Signed affidavit (BANKSETA template) confirming unemployment (if unemployed)
	☐




	3
	APPLICANT COMPLIANCE DECLARATION AND AUTHORISATION
To be completed and signed by the doctoral applicant. Tick Yes or No; explain any No response.



	No.
	Requirement / Declaration
	Yes
	No

	1
	I am a South African citizen and have supplied a valid South African identity document.
	☐	☐
	2
	I am registered for doctoral studies for the applicable year and have provided proof of registration.
	☐	☐
	3
	My doctoral research proposal has been approved by my institution and I have attached the approval letter.
	☐	☐
	4
	My research is aligned to the banking or alternative banking sector and relevant BANKSETA skills priorities.
	☐	☐
	5
	I have accurately disclosed my employed or unemployed status and supplied the applicable evidence.
	☐	☐
	6
	This application is complete, accurate, signed and submitted through the prescribed email channel before the deadline.
	☐	☐
	7
	I confirm that the same costs will not be claimed from or funded by another source.
	☐	☐
	8
	I will use awarded funding only for approved doctoral costs within the R70,000 annual cap and approved period.
	☐	☐
	9
	I will not implement material changes to the approved research or budget without BANKSETA’s written approval.
	☐	☐
	10
	I will disclose unutilised funds and will not redirect savings without BANKSETA approval.
	☐	☐
	11
	I consent to the lawful processing and verification of my personal information in accordance with POPIA.
	☐	☐
	12
	I understand that false, duplicate or unsupported claims may result in withdrawal or recovery of funding.
	☐	☐
	13
	I have disclosed any actual, potential or perceived conflict of interest relating to this application.
	☐	☐
	14
	I understand that funding is subject to budget availability, approval and a signed Memorandum of Agreement.
	☐	☐
	15
	I confirm that all information supplied is true, complete and capable of verification.
	
	

	


Provide details for any response or other compliance matters that BANKSETA should consider:
	

	4
	DOCTORAL APPLICANT SIGN-OFF
By signing, the applicant confirms the declarations and information provided in this application.



	Applicant full name and surname
	
	South African ID number
	

	Signature
	
	Date
	

	Institution of study
	
	Contact number
	

	Email
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